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DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS
OF ACTION FOR CHILDREN

Jeffrey Cullman
President
Board of Directors

This reporting year has been important
for linking children, parents, and child
care professionals with resources and
research highlighting the importance of
quality early childhood experiences and
kindergarten readiness.

In December 2012, Action for Children unveiled its newly
renovated Columbus office to the community. Originally
known as The Cecilia Cullman Center for Children the
location first opened its doors in 1991. It is nostalgic for me as
it links back to my grandmother Cee Cullman, a founder
(with Rosa Thompson Hightower) and our first Board
president. | know she would be proud because she remained
closely linked to the work of Action for Children until her
death in 2004.

The improvements, as Phase One in our partnership in the
Kids Come Flrst Campaign (Phase Il, South Side Learning &
Development Centers; Phase Ill, Columbus Early Learning
Centers), have made a major difference in our look and our
ability to expand our professional services and programs.

This has also been a year of leadership change. Diane
Bennett retired as CEO in February. During her amazing 30
years of leadership, including the first three-quarters of this
reporting year, she guided us in prioritizing our work to serve
the best interests of children and their right to quality child
care and early learning experiences, linking us to many of our
public and private partners and collaborators.

In her honor, we established The Diane Bennett Fund for the
Advancement of Early Childhood Development at Action for
Children (see donor section).

Under Diane's leadership, the agency grew regionally to
serve the seven central Ohio counties and influenced public
policy at the state and national levels. Our national presence
created the link that brought Diane’s distinguished successor,
Eric Karolak, from Washington DC, where he was most
recently the founding Executive Director of the Early Care
and Education Consortium, back to his Ohio roots, where he
was born and holds his Ph.D. from The Ohio State University.

Eric J. Karolak, Ph.D., CAE
CEO

I’'m delighted to return to central Ohio and
appreciate the opportunity to carry
forward the work of Action for Children.

| first met Diane Bennett as an advocate
who arranged a focus group of family
child care providers for a research project
| was conducting. It has been a fun challenge to follow in the
footsteps of such a “force of nature.” For decades, Action for
Children has delivered vital services and advocated for
opportunities for children and working families. | look forward
to building on that foundation with you and other partners.

Since | began in March 2013, | have been able to see what a
pivotal role we have played in this community on behalf of
quality early care and education. This year alone our central
Ohio programs and services were instrumental in reaching
20,526 parents and early childhood professionals, affecting
the lives of more than 110,000 children. We have been
innovators and collaborators and this report highlights our
work.

My career began here in central Ohio where | taught for
Columbus City Schools and later worked for the Legislative
Budget Office. Since then, I've headed the nation’s largest
association of early care and learning schools, and run the
federal government’s largest clearinghouse for early
childhood education. For much of the last 15 years, I've been
learning about the needs of working families and their
developing children, the realities of child care and early
childhood programs, and advocating for access to quality
early learning and school-age programs in Washington DC
and more than a dozen other states.

| understand firsthand what the early childhood workforce
means to young children and working families. | know that
quality child care, early learning and afterschool programs
are community assets that add to our region’s collective
economy and social well-being. And, like you, I've seen what
a difference confident, caring, committed and capable
parents can make in the lives of our children. This is what
drives the mission of this great agency and unites all of us as
advocates for children.

Please peruse our annual report in its new poster format and
look for the links to issues, programs, services and handy
information that illustrate our work and impact. If you have
any questions or thoughts, we want to hear from you. Our
doors are open.

On behalf of the Board and Staff of Action for Children, we
thank you for your contributions of time, talent and treasure.
You are the strength in our link for children.

Sincerely,
Jeff and Eric




THE IMPORTANCE OF LINKS

Links are described as connections or connectors. When we were children, we linked hands to form a circle
that began many a game. Remember Ring Around the Rosey? We often linked arms as we prepared to
form a line that might start us dancing. Linking hands and arms are also a show of support. They help us to
physically connect with one another.

For more than four decades, our Action for Children programs and services have always been about linking
and connecting for children. Indeed, the idea of linking is graphically represented in our logo. Our diverse
children are linked together—hand to shoulder—as they lead us into the future.

Today, we more commonly think of the word link in website terms—our web connections. And, at Action
for Children, we provide those important online links, as well as links that connect us by phone and in
person.

This publication highlights Action for Children 2013 programs and services for parents, professionals and
the general community—the links that support quality care and early learning experiences for the children =
of central Ohio. .

Action for Children
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Action for Children will be the community leader
in transforming the future of child care into
quality learning experiences for every child in
central Ohio.

* Parents: Improve the quality of interactions
between parent and child

* Providers: Improve the quality of interactions
between caregiver (teachers, directors, home
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Achieving this vision is a shared responsibility. AOTCIEY ClielEall

Action for Children will work with others by
developing leadership and providing access to
comprehensive information for community
decision making. Our partners include: families,
employers, child-care providers, human service
and social service organizations, neighborhoods,
educators, funders, policymakers, and
faith-based organizations.

* To develop and advocate for early
childhood education initiatives;

* To foster the growth of early learning
environments and assure their availability
to all children in central Ohio; and

* To help families endow their children with
quality early learning experiences.

* Environment: Implementation of quality early
care and education environments as defined
through national research (i.e. National
Association for the Education of Young
Children and National Association for Family
Child Care) and Ohio’s quality rating system
Step Up to Quality

* Advocacy: The development of state licensing
for all child care by 2016; standards of care for
Kith and Kin by 2016; new finance mechanism
to support quality early care and education

«
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NUMBERS AT A GLANCE

PARENT SERVICES

9,956

Community Parents

* The Art of Positive Parenting (TAPP)
seminars, classes and parenting workshops:

* Family 2 Family at Gladden Community
House includes TAPP workshops,
Resource Management workshops and
Education Advocacy workshops

* TAPP: Father Factor—English & Spanish
classes (funded by Ohio Commission on
Fatherhood)

* TAPP: Mothers Matter with Tapestry
Hope

* Parents Who Parent Separately

e Putting the Children First
(in-person and online)

e Information and Resources (I&R) via phone,
fax, e-mail and e-Search

e Caring for 2 (through Columbus Public
Health)

* Learning Begins Right From the Start®
Early Learning Kits for Families

* Family Wellness through Columbus Kids
(A program of United Way of Central Ohio
and Columbus City Schools Foundation)

* Employer Dependent Care
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110,008

Action for Children
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PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION
AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

10,567

Child Care and Early
Learning Professionals

¢ Professional Development core training and
technical assistance

e Step Up to Quality technical assistance for
child care centers

e National Accreditation technical assistance for
child care centers and family home providers

¢ Child Development Associate (CDA)
credential preparation and coaching

¢ Caring Communities: Birth to 3 (in partnership
with ECAL)

e Child Abuse Curriculum train-the-trainer
workshops

¢ Nurturing Nature: Happy, Healthy Children
* Home Care Business Recruitment
« How to Start a Child Care Center workshop

e Nutrition Education Through Healthy Child
Care Ohio

« USDA Child and Adult Care Food Program
(funded by the United States Department of
Agriculture) in 12 counties (Allen, Crawford,
Delaware, Fairfield, Franklin, Licking, Madison,
Marion, Morrow, Pickaway, Richland and
Union)

¢ Ready to Read with Family Child Care Home
Providers

e Developmental Assets in Early Childhood
(funded by PNC Foundation)

Note: Numbers represent our seven-county central Ohio

region. Franklin, Delaware, Madison, Union, Fairfield, Licking

and Pickaway counties

July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013



PROGRAM FUNDING

2013 Financial Statement

All funding (except 7.5 percent administrative costs) goes directly to programs and services, which during this
year reached 9,956 parents and 10,567 providers affecting the lives of more than 110,000 children.

The June 30, 2013 financial statements were audited by Saltz, Shamis & Goldfarb, Certified Public Accountants,
who expressed an unqualified opinion on them. The audited financial statements are available on request by
calling Action for Children, 614-224-0222, ext. 138

Program Revenue
$3,464,874

United Way of  seminars and
Delaware County Workshops

1% 4.1% Other
United Way N Ingelrgst ‘ 2.1%
of Central Ohio > Y17
3.5%

Foundations
2%

Fee for service/
contracts
3.6%

Special
Events (Net)
0.2%

Income allocation
Kids Come First Coalition
10.4%

Contributions
3.4%

Business
Development
0.9%

Information and
Resources
7.7%

Fundraising
2.1%

Management
7.5%

Training,
Professional Development,
and Technical Assistance
81.8%

Program Expenses
$3,257,699




LINKING WITH

The Art of Positive Parenting (TAPP), our three-

and six-week parenting skills education classes, were
attended by 2,755 parents. These include those in
partnership with Gladden Community House's

Family 2 Family, providing 54 workshops on Resource
Management and Education Advocacy to 437 parents.

TAPP: Father Factor classes were attended by 211
fathers; 168 through programs hosted at churches and
community organizations. Additionally, 50 fathers
attended Spanish Father Factor classes. This year we
formed a new collaboration with Starts Within, a
program to decrease the recidivism rate of incarcerated
fathers by providing programming that takes a holistic
approach to re-entry.

TAPP: Mothers Matter had 133 participants in 18
workshops provided in cooperation with Tapestry Hope,
a pre-release program at the Ohio Reformatory for
Women, for women who are custodial and
non-custodial parents.

Putting the Children First is an education seminar for
parents going through divorce or dissolution presented
by Action for Children—the designated provider for the
Franklin County Court of Court of Common Pleas,
Division of Domestic Relations and Juvenile Justice
Branch. With the contract up for renewal, we were again
selected by the Court as their designated provider.

This year 1,878 parents participated in either the
in-person or online options. Sixty-six percent of the
attendees responded that they are dealing with family
challenges ranging from health and safety concerns, to
financial issues, to children struggling with being
parented out of two homes. More than 80 percent of
the parents taking the seminar reported that they
gained a better understanding of how to help their
children go through the divorce process.

Columbus Kids links us in a partnership (United Way

of Central Ohio, Columbus City Schools Education
Foundation and Columbus City Schools) to increase the
early detection of developmental delays and potential
learning obstacles, such as speech, hearing and vision
problems, before children are slated to enter the
Columbus City Schools. All of the children in the
target-age group, 2 1/2 to 4 years, receive the Learning
Checkup every six months and parents are directed to
resources if the results identify a need.

Since the program began, 9,926 children have received
the Learning Checkup and including the six-month
recheck, 14,456 Learning Checkups have been
completed. Of these, 2,024 (13.9 percent) of the
children were identified with a single area of need and
1,396 (9.6 percent) with multiple areas of need. Their
families are referred to such resources as Columbus City
Schools, Columbus Speech and Hearing, Franklin
County Board of Developmental Disabilities, Nationwide
Children's Hospital, St. Vincent Family Center or other
appropriate community agencies. Of the children
referred, 75.9 percent have been linked with services.

Our Wellness Coordinators teach parents and center
staff how to administer the Ages and Stages
Questionnaire (ASQ), a comprehensive child assessment
tool for children six months to five years, and provide
appropriate resources for parents needing assistance
with the results. Our Engagement Specialists reconnect
with the families until their children enter kindergarten.

www.actionforchildren.org
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LINKING WITH

Step Up to Quality (SUTQ) is Ohio's voluntary 3-star
rating system (changed from 3-star to 5-star in 2013).
Action for Children provides the technical assistance to
those centers seeking star status as an important
quality indicator. In addition, Action for Children
provides SUTQ approved classes for providers, teachers
and administrators. We provided 9,000 hours of
technical assistance in the seven-county region,
resulting in 81 centers becoming star-rated or increasing
their star rating.

Child Development Associate (CDA) administered by
the Council for Professional Recognition is the most
widely recognized credential in early childhood
education and is key to career advancement in the field.
Our CDA program, available to center-and home-based
providers in central Ohio, offers 120 hours of
coursework to meet the requirements in each of the
content areas. T.E.A.C.H. scholarships are available
through Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral
Association (OCCRRA) to offset the $1,250 participant
cost. This year 25 individuals received their CDA
credential.

Nurturing Nature: Happy, Healthy Children funded by
Cardinal Health Foundation, is a program that works to
help eliminate the presence of childhood obesity in our
community. The program was conducted in two phases
with the overall goal of helping participants improve

their outdoor spaces and introduce good eating habits.
The first phase reached 51 participants representing 21
centers. The second reached 30 participants
representing 12 centers and five family child-care
homes.

USDA Food Program is managed by Action for Children
in a 12-county region to allow family child care home
providers to serve nutritious meals and snacks to young
children in their care at no additional cost to the
families. This year 245 participating providers served
784,885 nutritious meals and snacks that follow the
USDA guidelines.

Ready 4 Success links us as a collaborative partner with
Learn 4 Life, Learning Circle Education Services and
nine early care and education agencies that are working
in partnership with center-based early care and
education programs to help them achieve school
readiness goals for the children they serve.

We screened 487 preschool-age children—attending
centers in the Columbus City Schools area, using Get
Ready to Read, a literacy assessment. The goal for the
Fall of 2013 is to evaluate 1,000 preschoolers. We also
provide classroom-based coaching and professional
development classes that help teachers implement
strategies to improve kindergarten readiness.




LINKING IN THE COMMUNITY

GUIDING PRINCIPLE

A system for early childhood that supports
universal access to quality services, equal
opportunities for learning, and an effective
finance mechanism to create a sustainable
and integrated system is needed in Ohio to
support and sustain the work on behalf of
children.

Action for Children Provides:

* Child Care and Early Learning information, education
and resources for families, early childhood and
afterschool professionals, community organizations,
businesses and government

* Research Data on the availability, affordability and
accessibility of quality child care in central Ohio

» Advocacy for quality child care and early learning
experiences for all children as preparation for
kindergarten, school and lifelong success

Ohio was one of nine states that was a recipient of the
Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant from
the U.S. Department of Education. This prestigious
award recognizes the importance placed on early
learning as it relates to school readiness. At Action for
Children, a Race to the Top recipient of Ohio funding,
our work continues our focus on providing the
education (now on the new statewide standards) to
early care and learning professionals that will help to
assure the availability of quality programs to meet the
demand.
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In our advocacy work, we are one of five organizations
that comprise the Alliance of Early Learning Advocates
in Ohio. Our four partners are unified to promote the
success of children and youth and the quality systems
that support their pathway to success. Our partners in
the Alliance of Early Learning Advocates are:

Ohio Association of Child Care Providers (OACCP),
which represents the directors and business owners of
over 600 licensed child care centers across the state.
OACCP members serve over 50,000 of Ohio’s youngest
citizens, including private pay and publicly funded
children cared for in faith-based, for-profit and
non-profit programs.

Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral Association
(OCCRRA) and the Child Care Resource and Referral
Network represent a public-private partnership. Eight
private non-profit agencies serve as regional hubs,
providing professional development and technical
assistance to the early childhood and after school
workforce and support to providers, parents and
communities in all of Ohio’s 88 counties.

Ohio Alliance of YMCAs is a non-profit association
representing the 60 corporate YMCA associations
throughout Ohio; a grassroots-driven and governed
organization that advocates and educates on behalf of
the YMCAs. The Y is the single largest early childhood
and after school provider in Ohio and the nation.

Early Care and Education Consortium is a non-profit
alliance of America’s leading providers of quality early
learning programs. Consortium members operate more
than 7,500 licensed centers in every state, including
more than 250 in Ohio, caring for and educating over
one million children every day across the country.

Q
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THE DIANE BENNETT FUND

FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

Diane Bennett retired as CEO of Action for Children in February 2013 after 30 years of passionate, inspiring and
visionary leadership. On April 26, 2013, we paid tribute to her commitment to early learning at an event we
appropriately titled roast | toast | boast. Proceeds from the event went to The Diane Bennett Fund for the
Advancement of Early Childhood Development at Action for Children. This fund was established in Diane’s honor to
help us continue to offer pioneering programs and services for parents, caregivers and educators that will prepare
children for school and lifelong success. As Diane would say, “...to create a community where children are a number
one priority and where all children would have equal opportunity to reach their fullest potential.”

images from
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THANK YOU DONORS

July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013

Every contribution to Action for Children is important. Some of the contributions are in the form of grants, others as a
result of the ABCee Fund, Seven Generations Circle of Women, the annual campaign, and gifts made in honor and in
memory of someone special. We are acknowledging all of these gifts in alphabetical order, rather than by giving levels.
We deeply appreciate your financial contributions to Action for Children. They help us offer our programs and services
to parents, providers and the general community. They also let us provide new and innovative kinds of programming.
Thanks to each and every one of you for your support that allows us to take action on behalf of the children in central

Ohio.

DONORS
Abbott Laboratories Employees
Ms. Jane Grote Abell

Dr. Cheryl Achterberg and
Dr. John Brighton

Andrew and Sara Alderman
Ms. Kelsey Allison

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas T. Anderson
Kim and Eric Anderson
Anonymous

Argo & Lehne Jewelers, Inc.
AT&T Employees

Mr. Randy Bailey

Andrew and Katy Bainbridge
Mr. Nick Bandy

Yvonne Bantner

Donald Beckman

Larry and Becky Beckwith
Ms. Diane Bennett*

Ms. Joyce Blackmore

Daniel Bloch
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Dr. E. Thomas Boles, Jr.

Mary Jane and Tom Bolon
Mr. Mark E. Borham

Ms. Bonnie Brannigan
Teresa Brown

Mr. Thomas J. Brown, Jr.
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Ms. Jessie Cannon

Cardinal Health Employees
Cardinal Health Foundation
Ms. Jennifer Nelson Carney
Mr. Christophe J. Chadwick

Janet Kiplinger Ciccone and
Dana Ciccone

Keyla Cole-Parham

Ms. Margaret Cook

Ms. Ida Copenhaver and Mr. James Ginter
Mr. David A. Couts

Beth Crane* and Richard McKee

Ms. Loann Crane*

Ms. Ashley N. Crawford

Jeffrey and Annette* Cullman

Ms. Barbara Cullman and
Mr. Robert Packus

Mr. and Mrs. Rick L. Cullman

Ms. Mary Cusick* and Mr. David Wible
Darrons Contemporary Furniture

Mr. and Mrs. Edward E. Darrow

Linda Day-Mackessy and John Mackessy
Delaware County Community Market

Mr. Timothy A. Denham

Ms. Maritsa R. Dile

Dixie Sayre Miller Fund of the
Columbus Foundation

Ms. Sue Doody*

Susan* and Grant Douglass
Mr. and Mrs. Sacha Dubearn
Mr. Anthony L. Dubil

Mr. Michael W. Durner

Flo Ann* and John Easton

Mr. Kenneth Edmondson
Suzie* and Peter H. Edwards
Ms. Jane A. Ellis

Elmer's Products, Inc.

The English Family Foundation
Mr. Bryan Fathbruckner

Ms. Kristie L. Forson

Ms. Vickie D. Foster

Rhonda* and Charles Fraas
Christine and Alex Freytag

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fulwider
Ms. Liz Galbreath*

Mr. and Mrs. David W. Gallanis
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Galloway, Jr.
Ms. Dareth Gerlach*

Leigh Gibson

DeeDee* and Herb Glimcher
Global Impact

Mr. Randy L. Greely

Marty and Don Grimm

Ms. Debra A. Guilbert

Mr. James L. Hale

Dr. Gene Harris

Ms. Brenda M. Heath

Dr. Douglas P. Hinton D.D.S.
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Hochanadel
Ann Farrell Hughes*

Mr. Henry and Dr. Beth Hunker
Terri* and Stephen Ifeduba

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Ingram

Lisa Ingram

Ingram White Castle Foundation
Mr. Joseph Janowiecki

Nancy* and Robert Jeffrey
Ms. Amanda M. Jennings

Ms. Marie M. Jerencsik

Mr. Kent Johnson

Mr. R. Steven Johnston
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Joyland Preschool/Childcare
Mrs. Christine S. Julian

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kaliker
Mr. Dillard Keels

Cathryn and Robert Kellerman
KeyBank

Ms. Jill Kingsley*

Michelle Koffel and Bradley Koffel
Doug and Barb Kourie

Ms. Courtney L. Kuhn
Dhananjay Kulkarni

Paul and Melissa Lacroix

Ms. Mary Lou Langenhop
Donna Laughlin

Mr. Alvin A. Lawrence

Mary* and Robert Lazarus, Jr.
L Brands Foundation
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Mr. and Mrs. Joel G. Lucas

Mr. John Marakas

Joyce E. Matthews, Ph.D.
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Medco Employees
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Mr. Matthew L. Perez
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Sheryle and Adrian Powell
Mr. Matt Rappolt
Georgeanne Reuter

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Rice
Anne Powell Riley*

John RogoskKi

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Royer
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Mr. and Mrs. George E. Ruff
Mr. Robert Ruscilli, Jr.

Ms. Cynthia J. Ryan

Mr. Daniel Schoedinger

Mr. David Schooler

Mrs. Erin Shannon

Ms. Krista Sheridan

David Shouvlin

Eric Slosser

Elizabeth Smith

Mr. Karl W. Steuer

Mr. Barry A. Stevens, Jr.

Mr. Jerry R. Stewart

Mrs. Alicia C. Stokes

Holly Stokes

Mr. Thomas and Dr. Lee Szykowny
Ms. Lisa S. Tessman

Muriel* and Richard Tice
United Way of Central Indiana, Inc.

United Way of Greater
Philadelphia & SNJ

United Way of Greater Toledo
Donald Untch

Annie and Michael Upper
Don and Sally Van Meter

Mr. Christ G. Vassel

Linda Volkovitsch

Ms. Jo H. Ward

Mr. Orlando Ward

Carole Watkins*

Ms. Katie Weber

Bobbie* and Alan Weiler
Mrs. Shirle N. Westwater*

W. Marc and Lisa M. Westwater
Fund of Columbus Foundation

Ms. Denice E. White
Ms. Carol Williams

Ms. Florence Williams
Ms. Patricia A. Wolfe
Ms. Beatrice E. Wolper
Womens Club of Powell
Amanda Worstell

Ms. Debra K. Wright

Isaac Yeboah

*Seven Generations Circle of Women

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of this listing of donors.
If your name has been misspelled,
listed incorrectly or omitted, we
sincerely apologize and ask that you
please contact Action for Children at
614-224-0222, ext. 159, so that we
may correct our records.
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Darrell M. Pierre, Jr.
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Emeritus

Eternal Flame
Cee Cullman 1914-2006

MAIN OFFICE

Action for Children

78 Jefferson Avenue | Columbus, Ohio 43215
Phone: 614-224-0222 | Fax: 614-224-5437
www.actionforchildren.org

REGIONAL SERVICES
Toll-free number: 855-30-CHILD (24453)

Satellite offices:
Action for Children at Andrews House in Delaware
and locations in Madison and Union counties

Services are also provided to residents of Fairfield, Licking,
and Pickaway counties using the toll-free number.
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FOR
CHILDREN

Did You
KNOW 2

RESEARCH LINKS THE
NEGATIVE EFFECTS
OF POOR BEGINNINGS

>> o S TO EVERYTHING FROM
o CHILDHOOD OBESITY

(‘ of brain development | AND HIGH SCHOOL

| occurs by the age of DROP-OUT RATES
P 1 TO TEEN PREGNANCY
According to a 2013 Action for Children survey, F I V E y AND INCREASED JUVENILE CRIME.
THE AVERAGE
$ WEEKLY COST '
OF INFANT CARE |
AT A CHILD-CARE CENTER o
(in the seven-county central Ohio region)
B ONE YEAR’S TUITION
4 AT THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
($70,010 resident tuition and fees).

Nobel Prize winning

University of Chicago Economics

Professor James Heckman's
research shows that individual
productivity can be fostered by
investments in young children.

SKILL BEGETS SKILL
AND LEARNING BEGETS

MORE LEARNING.

A study by Ohio’s law enforcement : - Because skills are accumulated,
leaders and crime survivors report that by £ a3 starting early and over time

INCREASING OHIO’S INVESTING IN YOUNG CHILDREN
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION

BY 10% A YEAR,

VIOLENT CRIME WOULD

oM
N DROP BY 21%

The best way to do that, the report says, is to

INVEST IN QUALITY
EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

because of its track record
in raising graduation rates.

THERE ARE ONLY

1825 days

from when a child is born to

their first day of kindergarten IS AN INVESTMENT IN FUTURE

8 W e
THEN ONLY | | productivity and public safety.

156 months

from kindergarten until
high school graduation

Quality Early
Childhood

experiences link

PLAY ROLES
TO PAYROLLS

Two very
important

LINKS

to a child’s
KINDERGARTEN READINESS
AND SCHOOL SUCCESS

are when parents and providers

communicate and work together e
to provide healthy, safe, and CHILDREN WHO
nurturing care for young children. HEARD THE / Economists Art Rolnick and Rob Gruenwald
of the Minneapolis Federal Reserve Bank
GREATEST ‘ l ‘ CONFIRM THZT PUBLIC SPENDING ON
AMOUNT OF S HIGH QUALITY EARLY
LANGUAGE ’ CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
when they were
Evidence-based findings from the young had the \ gl EL [c))SOA I\jltl NIMUM
A [ Acad f Pediatri d
American Academy of Pedatrics and HIGHEST \o/ 8.00 return on

ACHIEVEMENT

TEST SCORES. every $1.00 INVESTMENT.

LINK CHILDREN'S EATING
NUTRITIOUS FOOD,

engaging in daily age-appropriate

PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES
AND LIMITED SCREEN TIME
TO MAINTAINING HEALTHY WEIGHT.

Researchers Drs. Betty Hart and Scott Risley
recommend that to build the vocabulary of young
children they need to hear 30,000 words a day,
the equivalent of reading Dr. Seuss' Cat in the Hat
18 times.
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